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 (9/11, 1789, 1914, 1919, 1942, 1945, 1947, etc..)
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’

’

(per-

formance)
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’ ‘

’

‘
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‘

‘
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‘

‘

‘ ‘
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‘

’

‘

(a ballad of religious fanaticism)

(shernaad)

(hal  yerikum)
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‘ ’

’

‘   

"The mappila protagonist was a man called Ali Marakkar, who was soldier in

the pay of the Brahman chief of the Malappuram area known as Para Nambi.

Following a dispute between these two, the Para Nambi had Ali Marakkar

killed and then according to the story, ordered that all the local Muslim ten-

ants should be evicted from their lands. The Muslims then made a stand at

the Malappuram mosque, where at least 44 were killed”.9

‘
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“ ”

’

in fact, the debacle commemorated by

nercha is the first recorded event in the history of Muslim community of that

area. (p75)

‘

“Mambram nercha helped to perpetuate

the memories and doctrines of both Sayiyd Alawi and Sayyid Fadl, and the

festival has continued to perform the function in the late twentieth century”
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‘

‘

‘
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Against Lord and State: Religion and Peasant Up-

risings in Malabar,

“the contribution of the folk songs and

ballads was a very vital factor in the growth of a collective consciousness of

this heroic tradition”.11 

‘

‘

‘ ’

‘ ’
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‘ ’

3. Ibid p.21

4. Ibid p.21

7. Ibid p.31.

9. Stephen Federic Dale, Islamic Society on the South Asian Frontierp The mappilas

of Malabar 1498 p.1922. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1980.

11.  K.N Panikkar, Against Lord and State Religion and Pesant Uprisings in Malabar,

1836 p.192, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1989.


